Shaffer     1
Kiana Shaffer
English 2010
Kati Lewis
Flash Memoir
“It is images that divide us in all our relationships” 
	“SNAP” I think of a camera going off when you meet a person for the first time, and that image is always in your head telling you what to think. Is it true that we know if we’re going to like that person in the first 10 seconds? People judge you just by your name, the way you talk, your clothes, your religion, and even your race, and sometimes they get the wrong impression of you. I can relate growing up in Idaho and then moving to Utah to go to school, let’s just say I wasn’t a Mormon and that I viewed religion differently. I was raised not to judge people and always give them a second chance, but playing for my high school softball team it was hard not to be frustrated with people who got the wrong impression of me.
	It was spring of junior year and I was excited to start playing with all my softball friends again, we were getting new coaches this year and we were excited to meet them. Through the season when we started to get to know everyone better I noticed that the batting order and field positions started to rapidly change. Spots that I had worked for were being handed to incoming freshman, I was fine with trying new things but when I sat for 3 games in a row I got the courage to ask why. They said that my attitude was negative and I was bringing the team down. Anyone who knows me knows that I’m a positive person, later I found out from one of my friends that overheard a conversation, said the reason I wasn’t playing was because I wasn’t Mormon. She decided to play her “favorites” without getting to know me and my strengths, unfortunately after that year I haven’t played softball ever again. A sport that I loved was taken from me because that comment made me feel like I wasn’t good enough to play. I know that not everyone that practices this religion is like this and I have had several positive experiences with people of the Mormon religion. But it was that uneducated image that my coach created that divided me in being able to connect with people of this religion. 
	Now that you know a little part of how my image has been shaped let’s find the real images behind our leaders. Its time I look at how uneducated voters are seeing the political race and what a political viewpoint means. All over the news we keep hearing that we are a divided nation and for this semester I want to change that relationship between what we the public see, and how the media is shaping these images.  
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